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The member countries of the Southern African Development Community
(SADC) singed, in August 1996, a SADC Protocol on Trade, which envisages
establishing, with a time-span of 8 years, a Southern African Free Trade Area
(FTA).

The democratisation and political stabilisation in the South Africa, Mozambi-
que and Angola had long been difficult issues in the Southern African scenario. In
order for the Southern Africa to achieve lasting stability and peace, it is essential
that the nations pursue and achieve sound economic development. In this regard
HRD and the provision of an effective infrastructure are prime importance. In
addition to this, it is necessary, as has long been discussed, to take prompt actions
towards the strengthening of regional economic integration through the abolition of
trade barriers in accelerated peace and by offering attractive incentives to potential
investors.

This papers, based on the practical one-year assignment to the SADC Secretar-
iat in Gaborone, Botswana, as an JICA Adviser for the regional development
planning, considers problems and prospects for the economic integration in the
Southern African region, envisaged through the new establishment of the SADC
-FTA.



