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Shaman Rituals in Modern Korean Society
— A Case Stady of Chindo Island, Cholla-nam-do —

Shinji KAWAKAMI

In Northern district and Middle district of Korean Peninsula,the inspirational
shaman is predominat. In Southern district, the hereditary priestess is predomi-
nant.In the hereditary priestess, the right of ritual can be inherited from generation
to generation only through the family line. They play a role only as a conducting
-priest.

There is the outstanding difference in typs of a ritual between Southern district
and Nothern district including Middle district.In the inspirathional shaman ritual,
there are many number of shaman’s costums. And shaman music and dance
proceed in fast tempo in the ritual. But in the hereditary priestess,there are few such
specific costums for the ritual. And music and dance is slower in tempo compared
with those of the inspirathional shaman ritual.

The mainstream of Southern district is the hereditary priestess, though the
inspirational shaman also is distributed in Southern district. The inspirational
shaman in Southern district can merely divine. They can not play a role as a
conducting-priest.

Recently in Southern district, however, there is the inspirational shaman who
plays a role as a conducting-priest. Preceding studies indicate that the ritual of the
inspirational shaman in Southern district includes many elements of the inspir-
ational shaman ritual in Northern district, therefore the difference between Northern
district and Southern district has became unclear.

In order to examine such indications of preceding studies, this study will show
the present situation of the inspirathional shaman ritual in Chindo Island.This
study is based on the auther’s field research undertaken intermittently from 1995 to
1997 in Chindo Island,a part of Cholla-nam-do,located at the southwesrn corner of
the Korean Peninsula.

According to auther’s field reserch in Chindo Island, the inspirational shaman
who was initiated in Chindo Island has a tendency to follow the ritual style of the
hereditary priestess. The inspirational shaman who returned to her hometown,

Chindo Island, after she was initiated in Seoul, introduces the ritual of Seoul style
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into Chindo Island. However, since clients prefer to the ritual of Chindo Island
style,she can not perform the ritual of Seoul style. Therefore she performs the ritual
that Seoul style and Chindo Island style co-exist. Also, clients who removed from
Chindo Island to somewhere may invite the inspirational shaman from hometown,
Chindo Island,in order to sponsor the ritual.In such a case, the ritual of Chindo
Island type may be performed outside of Chindo Island. On the other hand,there
is the inspirational shaman who lives in outside of Chindo Island is acquainted with
the hereditary priestess in Chindo Island.When they perform the ritual togather, they
perform the ritual that Seoul type and Chindo Island type co-exist.

Key Words : modern Korean society, shaman ritual, Seoul style, Chindo Island

style, co-existence



