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Compassion in Buddhism as an Ethics of Sympathy
NAKAJIMA Yoichi

Having inherited from other thougts,Buddhism developed the doctrine of
compassion (kurna).

As compared with other ethics of sympathy, it differs from the rationalisms by
the valuation of sentiment ; it differs from Christianity by more immanent founda-
tion ; it differs from the western thought in general by less individualistic ten-
dency.

It has much influenced to the mentality and practice of people in Buddhism
world, and may contribute to us from now on too, if we modernize and purificate

it from its magical or esoteric character.

Key Words: Compassion, Buddhism, Sympathy



