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Problems of Sympathy in Confucianism

Yoichi NAKAJIMA

The essence of Confucianism is the doctrin of benevolence (jen), which is the
virtue based on a kind of sympathy or compassion.

Considering this innate sentiment, Mencius gave a theoretical system to this
thought originated from Confucius as a theory of natural goodness of man.

Confucianists have extended the scope of objects of sympathy to the deceased,
and since |1th century even to everything in the world.

In this point of view Confucianism can give us inspiring suggestions, and not

merely a feudal moral.

Key Words : confucianism, sympathy



