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Changes and the State of the Chinese Community in South Korea:
Disappeared Chinatowns in Seoul and Inchon

Kiyomi YAMASHITA

Korea has been called one of the countries without Chinatowns. Although
South Korea is adjacent to China, the Chinese population residing in the country
is small. They are mainly from the Shandong province of China. The social and
economic status of Chinese is not high in South Korea. The purpose of this study
is to discuss the characteristics of the Chinese community in South Korea by
examining the former Chinatowns of Seoul and Inchon from the viewpoint of
cultural geography.

A Chinatown was built in Seoul and Chinese settlements in such port towns as
Inchon after the port was opened. After World War II, the government of South
Korea enforced anti-Chinese policies. Consequently, many Chinese emigrated to
the United States of America and Taiwan recognizing that they could not succeed
in business in South Korea, and Chinatowns disappeared. The Chinese commu-
nity in South Korea is now specialized in the Chinese restaurant business under the

severe social and economic conditions against Chinese.



