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Problems of Sympathy in Hume and Smith
NAKAIJIMA Yoichi

David Hume situated problems of sympathy as one of principal subjects of
philosophy for the first time. He attempted to explain its mechanism by the
conversion of an idea into impression based upon the community of people.

Adam Smith developped the problems by his theory of the imaginary change of
situations between actor and spectator. To attain the sympathy, however, accord-
ing to him, we have to manage our sentiments, and therefore, to risk their authentic-

ity. He presents the paradigmatic theory of sympathy in our modern civil society.



