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The Relation between Urban Development and Public Works
Hirohide KONAMI

The finance of urban development consists of public subsidies, public finance,
private finance and development benefit. Public subsidies for urban development
in Japan are mostly made through the budget of public works such as road
construction, river construction and city parks. Only a limited amount of sub-
sidies 1s prepared for the urban development itself. The former budget is supplied
if the timing fits well with the original schedule of the public works within the
estimated cost of public works to be completed and included in the urban develop-
ment project. The latter budget is supplied only in the case of the project within
the densely inhabited districts.

Urban development projects are classified by the level of urbanization of the
project site such as developed, sprawled or open areas, the size of the project such
as large or small, the land acquisition methods such as land purchase, land
readjustment or urban redevelopment, and the project bodies such as public body
or private body.

Public subsidies should be prepared by the above classification based on the
evaluation of the public benefit brought by the urban development project. For
that purpose, it is necessary to discuss who is responsible for the urban develop-
ment itself. Master plan shows only the directions of city planning and not the
responsible persons for the urban development of each area. The recent tendency
shows the growing responsibility of the municipalities but the said discussions have
not been made enough. The further study is expected to make clear the desirable

relation between public works and urban development.



