
JournalofRegionalDevelopmentStudies(2002)
281

AProposalforImprovementofEnglishEducation

TheCaseoftheFacultyofRegionalDevelopmentStudies,ToyoUniversity

AtsuoMIYAUCHI

Languageisafundamentaltoolininternationalrelations.ForJapanese

peoplewhosemothertongueisnotaninternationallanguage,itisnecessarytolearn

Englishasacommunicationtooltogetalongwiththeoutsideworld.English

educationinJapan,however,hasfailedtoliveuptoexpectationsandhasnot

producedthedesiredresults.PrimeMinisterKeizoObuchi,whodiedseveralyears

ago,proposedthatJapanadoptEnglishasthesecondofficiallanguage.Some

companiesalreadyrequirecertainlevelsofEnglishlanguageabilitiesforpromotion

tothepositionofmanagerorgeneralmanager.InNISSANCo.Ltd.theybegan

touseEnglishinmeetings.InthedaysofinternationalrelationsandIT(Informa-

tionTechnology),JapanesepeopleneedtocommandEnglishasacommunication

tool.AstothescoreofTOEIC,Japanesearerankedat18among21countriesin

Asia.AccordingtoaTVprogramonEnglishlanguageinJapan,theaverage

Japanesebusinessmen'sscoreis450,andtheyneed1,000hourstoreachthelevelof

700,whichisthefluentspeaker'slevelinbusiness.InJapan,thereare6,000

languageschoolsand800,000studentsthere.Englishlanguageeducationisin

vogueanda2trillion-yenbusinessinJapan 。lwouldliketoconsidertheendlessthemeofEnglishlanguageeducationunderthetitleof

“jProposalforImprovementofEnglishEduc

1.InternationalizationandJapan

Japancloseditsdoortotheworldforovertwohundredandfiftyyearsbythe

separationpolicyofTokugawashogunates.Whenopeningthedoorwidetothe

worldin1858,Japannoticedthatinallthefieldsoflearningandtechnology.she

wasfarbehindthoseofWesterncountries.Thenshestartedtoabsorbthemwith

surpriseandimpatiencetomakeupforthedelay.ThatwasWesternization,not
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whatwenowcallInternationalization.Evennowsomepeoplestillthinkthat

internationalizationisequaltoWesternization.Itwasanone-wayabsorptionnot

abilateralintercommunicationwithWesternnations.Foreignlanguageswere

●importantmeasurestoimportorabsorbhugeamountsofknowledgeinscience,

medicine,technology,politics.law,philosophyandotherfields.Therefore,read-

●
・●ing,writingandgrammarwerethemaintasksforthelanguageeducation.ThistendencyisstillaliveinEnglishlanguageeducationinJapan

。Nowwiththerapideconomicadvance.Japanesepeopleneedtospeakforeignlanguages,especiallyEnglishastheinternationallanguagefordirectcoramunica-tionwithotherpeoples.InthisGlobalization,itisnotenoughforJapantohaveahandfulofgovernmentofficers,businessmen,scholarsandintellectualleaderswhocommandEnglishorotherlanguages.It'stimeforpeopleingeneraltospeakEnglish.AlmostallJapanesehaverealizedthatspeakingEnglishisavitalandimportantskillthroughtheirlinguisticexperienceinbusiness.travelingabroad,orevencomingacrossforeignersonthestreetandacceptingsomeonefromabroadasahomestayguest

。TherearecertainlysomepeoplewhoisstillinsistingthatpeoplefromabroadspeakJapanesewhentheycometoJapan.IfwewaitedforthemtobeabletospeakJapanese,theworldwillgoahead,leavingJapanfarbehind.Japancannotgoalongonthedoublestandardsanylonger:globalstandardanddomesticstandard.Wecannolongeractpurelyinourownnarrowself-interest,butmustcooperatewithotherpeoplestoapproachmanyproblemsintheeconomyandpolitics.inamoreinternationalwayasresponsibleworldcitizens.Theproblemswefaceareadmittedlyglobalandcannotbesolvedbyonenationalone.Especiallytheeconomicandpoliticmattersareinglobalrelations.Allnationsneedtotakeactionforgreatereconomiccooperationandworldwideculturalcontacts.Eachofusnaturallyfeelspowerlessinthefaceofsuchgreatforces.Weareapttothinkthatinternationalmattersshouldbeentrustedtoasmallnumberofourcountry'selite.Butbasically,itisthemassofindividualpeoplewhodecidewhatacountryshoulddo.Anydeterminationfundamentallydependsonindividuals.Nothingismoreimportantthantheattitudesofindividualpeople.Inthelongrun.whatisthemostimportantisthatindividualswidentheirfocusofvisionandseetheworldasawhole.Thecitizen-levelcommunicationwiththeoutsideworldinvariouslevelsisfundamentalandimportantformutualunderstanding.Admittingweareworldcitizens,weneedtohaveacommonlanguage.ItisinevitablyEnglishforJapanese
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peoplenow.Japanesepeoplehavereallybeendrivenintothesituationthatthey

muststudyEnglishseriouslyasaninternationalcommunicationtool.

Hereafter,lwouldliketoconsiderwhyJapaneseareslowandunsuccessfulin

learningEnglish.

2.Japanasagroup-orientedsociety

WeknowthatEuropeanandNorthAmericannationsarehorizontal,

individual-orientedsocieties.butJapanavertical.group-orientedsociety.Ifyou

tracefarbacktotheancientdays.youwillfindthatJapanesearearicefirming

people,whileEuro-Americansarenomadicpeoples.Inthelonghistoryofrice

farming,Japanesepeoplehaveacquiredtypicalfeaturesofagroup-orientedculture,

whichareopposedtothoseoftheindividual-orientedculture.

Ricefarmingrequiressettlementataplaceandcooperationwithinafamilyand

amongneighbors.Untilsomedecadesago,withnomodernagriculturalmachines,

farmersneededasmanyhandsaspossibletoplantriceplantsinspringandharvest

cropsinfall.YouoftenhearinJapan,"I'msobusythatlwanttousethehands

ofacat,"whenoneisverybusyandshort-handed.Withoutasufficientsupplyof

water,youcannotgrowriceplants.Inthedayswhenthericefieldswerenotwell

irrigated,withoutcanalsandditches,thereweremanybloodshedtroublesamong

individualfarmersandgroupsorvillages,especiallyindrought-strickenareas.The

membersofthegroupwererequiredtostrengthensolidarityandconformtothe

groupinordertomaintainthestrengthandpeaceofthegroup.Theyshouldnot

beaggressiveordifferentfromothersinthegrouporcommunity.Conformityand

solidaritywereessentialattitudesforharmonywithinthegroup,andstrength

againsttheoutside.Ifpeopleliveinaplaceforlongyears,thereoccursavertical

humanrelationshipinthegroup.Ifyouareofaquietandsubmissivenatureand

fadeintothesociety,youareagoodmember.Thewayofthinkingisaffectedmuch

bythevaluesofthegroup.Everybodyislikelytobethesameasothers.Ifyou

aretooconspicuous.youwillfeelshame.Ifyouaretooapartfromthesameness.

youwillfeeluneasyorshameful.Dependenceonthegroupisnotthoughttobe

bad.ThisistheJapanesesociety.Japaneseculture,therefore,iscalledashame

culture.Japanesepeople'snatureofconformityandreticenceisthoughttobe

originallycausedbythericefarmingsocietyandreinforcedbythelonghistoryof

thefeudalism.



284
JournalofRegionalDevelopmentStudies(2002)

Ontheotherhand,nomadicliferequiresmovement,independenceandself-

defense.Itgivesyouaquitedifferentnature.Nomadsareratherindependent.

self-centered,talkativeandaggressive.0ntopofthat,Greekphilosophyand

Christianityvaluedtheselfandindependenceofindividuals.Thesefeaturesare

stillaliveinthecharactersofEuropeanandAmericannations.

Whetherasocietyisgroup-orientedorindividual-orientedaffectstheattitudes

totheirwaysofcommunication.Ingroup-orientedJapan,peoplearequietand

reserved.andtheirspeechisquiteindirect,whileinindividual-orientedcountries,

peopleareratherfrank,andtheirspeechisquitedirect.Suchlevelsofdirectness

andfranknesscanbeexplainedbywhatanthropologistEdwardHallcallshigh-and

low-contextsocieties.Ahigh-contextsocietyisonewhosepeoplearehomogene-

ousandhighlyfamiliarwitheachother'swayofthinking.Thisfamiliarityallows

peopletocommunicateeffectivelywithfacialexpressions,silence,andgestures.

Wordsserveasonlypartofthemessage.Thisabilitytocommunicatelargeparts

ofamessagewithoutwordsisaresultoflivingcloselyingroups,withoutinterrup-

tions,overhundredsandthousandsofyears.InJapaneseculture,atypicaltypeof

high-contextsociety,itisthelistener'sresponsibilitytounderstandthespeaker's

message.Incontrast,thestyleofcommunicationinEuro-Americancultureis

muchlowerconte χtbecauseofalonghistoryofmovementandintermi χtures.Althoughhomogeneousgroupsdiddevelopinthecontinents,therewasmuchcontactbetweenthesedifferentgroupsthatforcedpeopletocommunicateclearly.Otherwise,misunderstandingwouldarise.Inlow-contextsocieties.whereEnglishisused,itisthespeaker'sresponsibilitytobeclearanddirect.mostlybyusingwords.ThisisagreatculturalbarrierfortheJapanesetogetoverwhentheylearnEnglish.

3.Japaneselanguageanditsfeaturesasbarriers

ThequestionnaturallyariseswhyJapanesehavespecialdifficultiesinlearning

foreignlanguages.Thereisacombinationoffactors,whichanswersthisquestion ・Manypeoplesaythattherearefaultsinthemethodsofteachingforeignlanguages

・Schoolsarestillusingtheclassicalmethodofreadingandgrammar.Theoralmethodshouldbeadopted.Infact,manyuniversitiesandschoolshaveEnglishclassestaughtbynativespeakersofEnglish,buthavenotobtainedsatisfactory
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results.Herelwouldliketoobservesomefundamentalcausesthatcomefrom

Japaneselanguageanditslinguisticsituation.

(1)Prevalenceoftranslationversions

Inmanycountries,educationhasnotdevelopedenoughtoofferadvanced

instructioninallfields,andpublishingisnotsufficientlyadvancedtoproduce

booksandperiodicalswhichgiveup-dateinformationintheirownlanguages.In

Japan,ifwewailsomemonths,thetranslatedversionwillbecomeavailable.Ifour

needforthebookistogetinformation.weneednotwastearduoustimeforreading

theoriginalwithadictionary 。Takethecaseatuniversities.IfyouuseatextbookthathasnotbeentranslatedintoJapanese,therewillappearatranslatedversionintwoorthreemonths.lhearthereisabusinesstomeetwithstudents'demand.ThereisinJapanaprofitablemarketfortranslation,becauseJapanhasasizablereadingpublic.CommercialdevelopmentoftranslationisoneofthethingsthatdiscouragetheJapanesefrombeingeagertostudyforeignlanguages.

(2)PhoneticdifferencesinEnglishandJapanese

Alllanguageshavecertainthingsincommon.Theseinclude(1)sound

patterns,(2)words.and(3)grammaticalstructures.Asoundpatternisagroupof

soundsthatthehumanspeechorganscanutter.Mostlanguageshavefrom20to60

0fthesesounds.Wordsaresoundsorsound-patternsthathaveameaning.Words

maystandforobjects,actionsorideas.Grammaticalstructureisthemannerin

whichcertainelementsoflanguagearerelatedtoothersinforminglarger,meaning-

fulunitssuchassentences.Alllanguageshavegrammaticalstructures.Linguists

commonlyidentifytwoaspectsofgrammaticalstructure,calledsyntaxandmorphol-

ogy(partsofspeech).Syntaxinvolvesrelationsamongelementsofasentence,

includingthearrangementofwordsinaparticularorder.Morphologydealswith

elements,thebuildingblocksforsentences.TheEnglishlanguagehasnouns,

verbs.adjectives.adverbs,articles,prepositions,conjunctions,etc..Itusesvaria-

tionsintheformofawordtoshowthefunctionofthewordinagroup.For

instance,singularandpluralformsfornouns.andthe-sthatsignalsathird-person

verbformandthe-edthatsignalspasttense.

Fromthelinguisticpointofview,anotherreasonf(:)rthepoorshowingof
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JapaneseasstudentsofforeignlanguagesistherelativepovertyoftheJapanese

phoneticsystem.ThissituationforcestheJapanesetofacemoreunfamiliarsounds

inlearningforeignlanguagesthanisthecaseformostotherpeoples.Japanesehas

fivevowels （a,i,u,e,o ）andtheconsonantsarecombinedwiththefivevowels(eg.ka

，ki,ku,ke,ko ；sa,shi,su,se,so ）."brother"ispronounced “bu-ra-za"(threesyllables),"wait"ispronounced

“u-e-i-to"(foursyllables ）.TheJapaneseLanguagehasnosoundsof'//'of

“this"and ‘t/ ’of“think",whicharelikelytobepronounced'zi-su'and

‘su-i-n-ku'.Japanesepeoplehaveendlessconfusionof/andr

，becauseJapaneselacksanyreal/.Therearenosoundsof/andy:InthewayofJapaneseutterance,

“friend"willbe “hu-re-n-do",

“violin"willbe “ba-i-o-ri-n".UntrainedJapanesewillsay “Rubmetender"for

“Lovemetender".Consonantclustersandsyllabicendings,asin “craft",“dog",or

“cat"areunpronounceabletountutoredJapanese.AstotheintonationandtheaccentinJapanese,theformerisalmostflatandthelatterisnotsostrongasEnglish.Addingtothesebasicdifferencesofsounds,amazingnumbersofborrowedwordsfromEuropeanlanguagesoftenmakeJapanesepeoplepronounceEnglishlooselyandincorrectly.

(3)TheisolationofJapaneseLanguagefrommajorlanguagesoftheworld

TheJapaneseLanguageisverydifferenttypeoflanguagefromthosespokenby

mostoftheotherpeoplesoftheworld.Itbelongstoarelativelysmalllinguistic

groupcalledAltaic,whichincludesKorean,MongolianandTurkish.Japaneseis

isolatedfarfromtheEnglishlanguagethatbelongstotheIndo-Europeanfamilyof

languages.

ThereareconspicuousdifferencesbetweenJapaneseandEnglishintheir

syntaxes.TheJapaneselanguagehasnoarticlesorpluralformsofnouns.Ituses

postpositionsbutnoprepositions.Itmakesfrequentabbreviationofsubjectsand

objectswhentheyareapparentincontext.Thegreatestsyntacticaldifferenceisin

thebasicstructureofasentence.IncontrasttoanEnglishsentenceinwhichthe

verbislocatedjustafterthesubject,aJapanesesentencehastheverbattheendof

thesentence 。1.WatashiwaMiyauchidesu.(Subject

十Complement 十Verb ）lamMiyauchi.(Subject

十Verb 十Complement)
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2.Karewahonokakimashita.(Subject 十 〇bject 十Verb ）Hewroteabook.(Subject

十Verb 十 〇bject）InJapanese,thereareusuallyabbreviationsofthesubjectandobjectwords,ifthelistenercanunderstandthemeaninginthesituationalandtextualcontexts.1.WhenlwenttoTokyoyesterday,ImetJohn.

（Kino ［watashiha ］Tokyoeittatoki

，［watashiha ］Jonniaimashita. ）Inthissentence,thesubjectTisnotused.Ifthissentenceispronouncedwithrisingtoneattheend.itbecomesaninterrogativemeaning:'DidyoumeetJohnwhenyouwenttoTokyoyesterday?'

LastlyI'dliketomentionanotherdifference.ComparingEnglishand

Japanese,theformeris “αnounlangucInEnglish,youtendtoexpressyourideastangibly,concentratingonnounsasthenucleus.InJapanese,sentencesexpressedbyusingverbsarenatural.ThisfacthasacloseconnectiontothefactthatJapanesedoesn'thavetheequivalentsofRelativePronounsandRelativeAdverbs(who,which,where)whicharefrequentlyusedinEnglishsentences.Thereisanotherdifference.InEnglish,inanimatethingsareoftenusedassentencesubjects.Roughlyspeaking,Englishsentencesseemmorehumanistic,andlogicalandtangible,whileJapaneseonesaremoreanimistic,andemotionalandfluidic.1.Afewminutes'walkbroughtmetothepark.Walkingafewminutes,Ireachedthepark.(Japanesewouldsayittikethis.)2.Aclosere

χaminationofitwouldrevealsuchisnotthecase.

Ifyouexamineditmoreclosely,youwouldknowsuchisnotthecase.

(Japanesewouldsayitlikethis.)

Intheabove.wehaveobservedthattheJapaneselanguagediffersradicallyfrom

mostoftheothermajorlanguagesoftheworldbecauseofthecultural,geographic

andlinguisticisolationofJapan.Weknowsomefeaturesoflinguisticandcultural

idiosyncrasiesthatarethoughttobebarrierswhentheJapaneselearnEnglish.

ThesedifferencesrevealwhyJapanesefinditdifficulttostudyEnglish.Andthey

alsoserveinreversetoexplainwhytheJapaneselanguageisnotlikelytobecome

agreatinternationallanguage.So,notasmanyotherpeopleasexpected,except
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thosewhohavespecialconcernswithJapanincultureorbusiness.willstudythe

Japaneselanguage.

SumminguptheactualsituationsinwhichJapanesestudentsareplaced.

1.MostJapanesestudentsarenaturallyquietandpassive.sometimesshy

becauseoftheirculturalheritage.

2.Theyaredullandpassiveinthetoopeacefulhomogeneouscircumstances,

becauseJapaniseconomicallyrich,andthereisalmostnoneedforEnglish

intheeverydaylife.Theydon'tfeelanurgentnecessityforEnglishintheir

peaceful,extravagantlives.

Theyenteruniversitywithagreatexpectation,butsomefindthatthereare

nodevice,notechniques,andnoenthusiasmintheirteachers.Weoften

hear“Myhighschoolteacherisbetter."or “WhyllostinterestinEnglishisthattheEnglishatuniversityiseasierthanthatofthecrammingschool."Probablyhemeantthetextbookusedinhisclassistooeasyanduninterest-ing

・3.TherearelinguisticdifferencesbetweenJapaneseandEnglishinphoneticsandsyntax.NowwemustmakepossibledevicesinteachingEnglish,admittingthatweareworldcitizensandEnglishistheinternationallanguageasacommunica-tiontool.ThereisnowaybutstudyinghardandimprovingourEnglish.NextlwanttoshowmyideasforimprovementofEnglisheducationattheuniversitylevel.

4.AtrialtoimproveEnglisheducation

(1)Howtogivestudentsmotivation

Theprimalandessentialstepf(:)rtheimprovementoflanguageeducationisto

givestudentsgoodmotivation.Almostalluniversitystudentsrealizethenecessity

ofEnglishinthepresentdaysofGlobalism.Whentheyentertheuniversity,they

say,“lwanttostudyEnglishhard," “lwanttobeabletospeakEnglish."Butmorethanhalfofthemcomestogiveuptheirdreamsintheirarduousprocessoflearningthelanguage.Somestudentssaythatthecauseismainlyontheinstructor'sside.Anyway,itistruethatmostoflanguageteacherscannotsucceedingivingthemstrongmotivation,andthatstudentscannotkeepuptheirfirstdecisionormotiva-
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tion.Oncestudentsgooutoftheclassroom,thereisnoneedandnochancefor

almostallofthemtospeakEnglish.Togivestudentsagoodincentive,theyshould

beputatleastonceinasurvivalsituationabroad.andrealizehowimportant

Englishisasacommunicationtool.So,Irecommendthatmystudentstravel

abroadorjoinprogramstogoabroad,suchasEnglishLanguageProgramsabroad

whichareheldbyalmosteveryuniversity.lsometimesfindthatmystudentsshow

amorepositiveattitudeintheclassroomaftertheirsurvivalexperienceabroad.If

wecouldcreatecircumstanceswherestudentsusetheirEnglishoncampus.they

wouldmakegreaterprogressintheirEnglish.Weneedtobuild “anincentivesystem,"tospurstudents.ontopoftheimprovementinteachingmethodsortechniques.

Next,IwouldliketotalkabouthowweareteachingEnglishatmyDepartment

ofRegionalDevelopmentStudiesofFacultyofRegionalDevelopmentStudies,

ToyoUniversity.Englishisthoughttobeanimportantsubjectbyallthestaff,but

itisnotthemajorsubject.WecannotdevotetheabundantcoursesonlytoEnglish

education.WereformedthecurriculumandstartedSpringSemesterin2001with

it.Inthiscurriculum.thenumberoftherequiredEnglishcoursesisreducedfrom

eighttotwocourses.andtherestofthemaregivenaselectivecourses.Somemore

kindsoflanguagesareadded.andthereare10languagestaught:English,German,

French,Spanish,Russian,Chinese,Korean,Thai,Malay-Indonesian,andJapanese

forinternationalstudents.Studentscanchooseoneorplurallanguagesforthem-

selves.IfstudentschooseEnglish,theycanintensivelystudyit.Inthepresent

educationalsituation,itisimpossibletogivesatisfactiontoallstudents.Students

areexpectedtodecidethemselveswhatlanguagetheychooseandhowmuchthey

studyit.Thereareaconsiderablenumberofstudentswhohavealmostgivenup

theirdesiretostudyEnglishbecauseoftheslowprogressintheirsixyearsofjunior

highandhighschoolEnglisheducation.

Inourcurriculum,thehoursforEnglisheducationarelimitedbecauseEnglish

isnotamajorsubject.Wecannothelptakingthewayinwhichonlythestudents

whohaveanevidentmotivewillstudyEnglish.SomestudentsliketostudyFrench

orChinesemorethanEnglish.Studentsshouldmakealltheirchoicesforthem-

selves.

Asfortheclassoflanguageeducation,asmallsizeisbetter.Withstudents

from30to60,theimprovementoftheirEnglishcannotbefullyexpected.0u 「
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Englishcoursesareasfollowsinthepresentcurriculum.

FirstSemester SecondSemester RequiredorElectiveStudentyear

EnglishlA(OralEnglish) EnglishIB(OralEnglish)
Required Freshman

English2A(Reading) English2B(Reading)

English3A(Currenttopics ） English3B(Currenttopics ）

Elective SophomoretoSeniorEnglish4A （BusinessE.） English4B(BusinessE. ）

English5A （Discussion) English5B(Discussion ）

BasicEnglishC BasicEnglishD Elective
OverseasBeginners

LanguagesandCultures LanguagesandCultures Elective SophomoretoSenior

ReadingofMainsubjecttext-booksinEn
只lish

ReadingofMainSubjectte χt-booksinEnglishElective SophomoretoSenior

゛TheRequiredcreditsare10.EachcoursefromEnglishlAtoBasicEnglish2givesIcreditperonesemester,

andthetwocoursesinthebottom2creditisgi ヽvenperonesemester.Thestudentshaveone90 －minuteclassaweekandaround15classhoursinasemester.

・TheEnglishlanguagestaffsaretwoJapaneseandtwonativespeakersofEnglishplusthehelpoftwonativeinstructorsoftheotherdepartmentin2001.

Consideringthenatureofourfaculty,theabilitytocommandforeignIan-

guages ，especiallyEnglish,isthebasisofthestudies.WeattachagreatimportancetotheeducationofEnglishandotherlanguages.TheabovenumberofEnglishcoursesisnotsmall.comparedwiththatofotherFacultiesexceptEnglishLiteratureDepartmentandEnglishLanguageCommunicationDepartmentatToyoUniver-sity,butitisstillnotenoughforthestudents.So,wehavepreparedanadditionalprogramasmentionedbelow:EnglishLanguageProgram,ELP

。Ourdepartmentdiscussedthefutureofourdepartmentthisyear,anddecidedtodividetheeducationintotwocourses:InternationalCooperationPartnershipCourseandRegionalDevelopmentandEnvironmentManagementCourse.Theformercoursedesignedtoproducegraduateswhoareexpectedtolaunchthemselvesintointernationalbusinessesandtheinternationalcooperationsphere.Therefore,Englishisthefundamentalrequirementtoallthestudentsinthiscourse.AndalltheEnglishlanguageteachersarenaturallyimposedthedutytoimprovestudents'languageability.Inthepossiblyrenewedcurriculumin2005,moreclasseswillbegiventoEnglisheducation,andasetofclasseswillbeintensivelygiveninthefirstyearasFreshmanEnglish.Untilthiscomingreformofthecurriculum.weare
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tryingthefollowingAcademicPlanforEnglishEducationProgramin2002on.

(2)ComprehensiveEnglisheducationnetwork

ThroughmylongexperienceofteachingEnglish,I'vecometohavethefollow-

ingideafortheprogressofeducationofEnglish.Intheeducationofalanguage,

concentrationandsurvivalexperienceamongthenativespeakersisessential.The

hoursofourregularcoursesofEnglisharenotenough,andsoadditionalprogram

ofELPhasalreadyopened.Weexpectthatatleastallthefreshmanstudentsin

InternationalCooperationPartnershipCoursewillattendELPbesidetheregular

classes.

TheywillcontinuestudyingEnglishintensivelyforthreesemesters.Afterthat.

wesendthemtosomeuniversitiesintheUnitedStates,Canada,AustraliaorNew

Zealand.Wearenowmakingcontactwithsomeuniversitiesandwillchoosetwo

orthreeamongthem.Weshouldsendstudentsseparatelyinsmallgroupsto

preventthemfrommakingJapanesecliques.Studentswillgoabroadthreemonths.

includingsummerholidays.orthreemonths,includingspringholidays.

QualificationtestssuchasTOEFL,TOEICandSTEParerecommended.

Theywillmeasurestudents'progress.andgivethemencouragement.Beforestu-

dentsgoabroadtoattendtheshort-termlanguageprogram.andaftercomingback,

theyshouldhavethesetests.Bytheresultsofthesetests,wechoosecertainnumbers

ofstudentsandsendthemabroadforoneortwosemestersasexchangestudents.

Searchingforuniversitiesthatwillexchangestudentsisnoteasy,butweneedtofind

asmanyaspossibleworldwide 。Inordertocarryouttheexchangeprogram.weneedtohaveanEnglishTrackCurriculum,inwhichalltheclassesaregivennotinJapanesebutinEnglish.ThiscurriculuminvolvestheJapaneseLanguageProgram,JapaneseCultureandcertainnumbersofmajorsubjects.Ouraimistogive30%ofthelecturesinEnglishontheundergraduateandpostgraduatelevels.Comingbackfromtheshort-termlanguagestudyabroadandlong-termstudyabroad,studentsaresupposedtobeabletoattendclassesgiveninEnglish.WecangraduallyincreasethenumberofmajorsubjectsgiveninEnglishaccordingtostudentdemand

。TheoutlineofourComprehensiveEnglishEducationNetworkmentionedaboveisdiagramedbelow.
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RegularCoursesofEnglishEducation

＋

EnglishLanguageProgramfor3semesters

＋

Short-termOverseasStudiesofEnglishand

Culturefor3months

＋

Long-termOverseasStudiesofEnglishand

MajorSubjects(1or2semesters)

＋

MajorsubjectslecturedgiveninEnglish

(3)AdditionalEnglishLanguageProgram[ELP]ontheItakuraCampus

Inparticular,mostJapanesestudents'abilityofspeakingandlisteningisweak,

andtheywanttohavemoreOralEnglishclasses.Buttheuniversitycannotspare

timeoutofthelimitedhoursonlyforOralEnglishinthecurriculum.Thereare

lotsofuniversitystudentswhogotoalanguageschool.Theyjudgethatitisn't

enoughonlywiththeregularEnglishclassesattheiruniversity ・Asourcampusisinthecountryside,therearen0languageschoolsnearthecampus.Therefore,westartedEnglishLanguageProgram(ELP)inthebeneficiaryloadin1999.TheFeaturesofELP(Springsemester,2001)1.Therearetwocourses:EnglishConversationCourseandEnglishforQualificationExamination.(TOEIC)2.Lessthan10studentsperclass.Theclassesareinthreegrades.3.Twicesi

χty-minuteclassesaweek.and30hourspersemester.4.TheinstructorsarenativespeakersofEnglish(Threepersons).5.Thetuitionisabout30,000yenperasemester.6.Thestudentsareover130innumber.Itisnoteasytofindqualifiednativespeakersintheruralarea.WeemployedtheteacherswhoteachEnglishasanAET(EnglishAssistantteacher)inthejuniorhighschoolsnearby.Moststudentsstudysatisfactorilyandhalfofthemcontinuetoattendtheprograminthenextsemesteragain.0fcourse,therearesome
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dropoutsalongtheway.buttheyhaveenoughandunavoidablechancestospeak

Englishinthesmallintimateclasses.

(4)ReciprocalExchangeProgram

Somestudentsprivatelytravelabroadintheirholidays.Ifwesendstudents

abroad,thenumbershouldbeaslargeaspossible.Fortherealizationofthis

program.wemustpreparereciprocalexchangeprogramthatstudentscanjoinwith

moderateexpense.Thistypeofprogramwasalreadyattemptedseveralyearsago ・Therearesomematterstobesettledinthereciprocale

χchange.Wedonothaveadormitoryforexchangestudentsyet.WeneedtobuildtheEnglishTrack,includ-ingtheJapaneseLanguageandCultureProgramandEnglish-taughtmajorsubjects.

(5)Internationalatmosphereoncampus

Ifwecanhaveonourcampusaconsiderablenumberofforeignstudentswho

speakEnglish,wecanconjureupaninternationalatmosphere.Itwillgiveagreat

incentivetoJapanesestudents.Wehavenearlytwohundredoverseasstudents,

mainlyfromAsiancountries,butthosewhospeakEnglishareveryfew.Ifwe

couldbesuccessfulinmakinganinternational,multi-culturalatmosphereinour

campus.itwouldbeveryeffectiveforEnglisheducation.Torealizetheinterna-

tionalcampus,acceptingexchangestudentsisindispensable.

(6)Doubletrackcuri ・iculumwithCorporateTraineeSystemThereareextremelyfewforeignstudentswhohavealreadyknownenoughJapanesetobeabletoprofitfromtheJapaneseeducationalsystem,andnotmanywhoarewillingtotakethetimetoacquirethenecessarymasteryoftheJapaneselanguagefromA,B,c.TheywonderwhytheyhavetodevoteyearstothisarduoustasktostudyJapanesethattheywillseldomuseaftergraduatingfromaJapaneseuniversity.unlesstheywillhavesomeopportunitytoworkinJapan.Inordertorealizethereciprocalexchangeprogram.weneedtoprepareaspecialcurriculumfortheoverseasstudents.IfwebroadenoureducationalsystemandhaveasecondtrackcurriculumtaughtinEnglish,wewillbeabletoexchangestudentsandacceptEnglish-speakingstudentswhohavenotlearnedJapaneselanguageyet.ThissystemwouldbegoodforthereturneeswhoseJapaneseisnotgoodenoughtoattendtheclassesgiveninJapanese.Itwouldalsoattractlargenumbersofforeignstudents.especiallyfrom



294
JournalofRegionalDevelopmentStudies(2002)

thelessdevelopednations.Itwouldcontributemuchmorethanwhatwenowdo

totheworld.Anditwould ・inthelongrun.givegoodincentiveandprofittobothourJapanesestudentsandstudentsfromAsiancountries.IfmanystudentsprefertostudyintheEnglishtrack.itiswhatwedesire.Asthefirststep.weshouldprepareacurriculumconsistingofacompleteprogramofJapaneselanguageeducationincludingJapaneseculture,andfromtentofifteencoursesofselectedmajorsubjectstaughtinEnglishforoneyear.Withthisprogram,thestudentscomingforonesemesterortwowillbegivenminimumchoices.Fortunately,mostofourfacultyarewillingtoteachoneortwooftheirmajorsubjectsinEnglish.IfeachofthemteachesoneclassinEnglish,wecandesigntheEnglishtrackcurriculumwithease.ThiscurriculumcouldincludeInternship.Itispossibletocooperatewithsomecompaniesandorganizations,andsendexchangestudentstothemtohavebusinesstrainingforsomemonths.WhatiscalledCorporateTraineeSystemwouldbeattractiveforstudentsabroadwhocannotaffordtostayataJapaneseuniversityforfouryears.butonlystayasshortatimeasoneortwosemesters.Thebilingualmethodisantherwaytogivelectures.YouuseJapaneseandEnglishconductingyourlectures.Youcannotgainthespeedinlecturing,butthelectureswillbeprofitablebothforJapaneseandoverseasstudents.

(7)Theintegrationofclass-studyandself-study

From2002,therewillbefivenativeEnglishlanguageteachersonourcampus.

threeofwhomareassignedtoourdepartment.Alloftheteachershaveclassesin

morethanonedepartment.Therefore,thesituationismuchmoreimproved.but

classhoursarestillinpoverty.0ntheotherhand,evenifdoublethenumberof

classesweredevotedtoteachingEnglish,class-workalonewouldnotachievethe

desiredgoal.Themostimportantthingisstudents'motivationandtheirindepen-

dentself-study.Formallywehavegivenourclassesontheconditionthatthey

studyathome,actuallyknowingthatmanyofthemdonotdoanythingoutofthe

classroom.Substantiallystudentsdependcompletelyuponclass-work.Weneed

tohavestudentsstudythemselvesbyintegratingclass-workandself-work 。Wehaveproposedtomaketheso-calledLearningCentreorSelf-accessCentre.WecanusetheLLroomswhentheyarenotusedforclasses,andaudiocornerinthelibrary.Inthemeantime,weshouldhaveacollectionoflanguagestudymaterials(e.g.CDs,CD-ROMs,videos,Internetmaterials).Thisfacilitywouldbe
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usefu!bothforlowerproficiencystudentsandmoreadvancedstudents.Weak

studentscouldgetextratimeandassistancetoreviewtheirlessonswiththecentre's

tutor,whileadvancedstudentsarerecommendedtochallengehardermaterials.

Inthisessay.firstlylhaveconsideredsomeofculturalandlinguisticdisadvan-

tagesorbarriersthatJapanesestudentsofEnglishnaturallyhave.Secondly,lhave

describedwhatourdepartmentisgoingtodotoimproveoureducationofEnglish.

Inthisstrategy.lstronglysupportthatatthelevelofuniversityeducation,Japanese

studentsshouldbeputinasituationthatunavoidablyrequiresthemtouseEnglish.

Thesurvivalexperiencewillinspireastrongmotivationintheirminds.Both

languageteachersandsubjectteachersareresponsibletorespondtostudents'

demandsandenthusiasm 。ItisimpossibletosendallourstudentstocountrieswhereEnglishisspoken.WeneedtocreateanEnglish-speakingatmosphereontheuniversitycampus.WeneedtoinviteaconsiderablenumberofEnglish-speakingstudentsfromabroadonthereciprocalexchangeprogram,andconjureuptheatmosphereonourcampuswiththepreparationofasub-trackcurriculumtaughtinEnglish.ThisEnglishtrackcanbeextendedforpartsofthecurriculum.IfthereisnoneedandnochancetousethelanguageoutoftheEnglishclassrooms,thereisnoprogress.Practicemakesperfect.


