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A Study on the Process of WATARASE Retarding Basin
in relation to ASHIO MINE POLLUTANT CASE

Shigeki MATSUURA

WATARASE River Improvement Project was started by the Interior Ministry
in 1910. In the Project, WATARASE Retarding Basin was constructed with
abolishing YANAKA Village. In the back ground of this construction, ASHIO
MINE POLLUTANTO CASE existed. Also the flood control was important in
the lower area of WATARASE River.

WATARASE River runs together Omoi River in the lower reaches and is
joined by Tone River. The lower area of WATARASE River was suffered from the
flood damage since the Modern Times. The area opposition was occured intensive-
ly between the lower part and the upper part. For exanple, the reinforcement of the
bank in some area brought about the increace of the danger in the other area.

As there was arise of the riverbed of TONE River too, the flood damage
occured ofen with the dikebreak in this area in Meiji Era. But the pollutant
produced in the copper mining process at ASHIO MINE intensified the flood
damage more. TOCHIGI Prefecture drew up the plan of a spilway but the opposi-
tion of IBARAGI Prefecture which is located on the lower reaches frustrated it.
After all, TOCHIGI Prefecture gave up the reinforcement of the bank and estab-
lished the plan of retarding basin in which Yanaka Village was abolished. This
project was taken over and emplemented by the Interior Ministry.

Key Words: WATARASE River Improvement Project, Area Opposition,
YANAKA Village



