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Polyphasic Analysis on Urban Design

Hirohide KONAMI

Urban design was discussed by Lewis Mumford in 1961, Jonathan Barnett in
1982 and some others. Mumford described the historical change of urban design
and Barnett proposed the necessity of professional urban designers.

This analysis tried to figure out the fundamental aspects of urban design from
three phases such as total balance of urban design, partial beauty of cities and the
maintenance of urban beauty by residents. The final topic may not be the part of
professional urban design but should be included in the discussion because the
urban design or urban landscape is greatly influenced by the effort of residents such
as hanging flower pots, cleaning up the streets, keeping clean the building wall,
maintenance of beautiful hedge, covering the roof by green, and etc.

Total urban design would be performed by long term strategy, mid term strategy
and short term strategy. The long term strategy consists of the construction of
urban streets, urban green and urban parks, well planned land use and buildings, the
harmony with geographical conditions, creation of beautiful skylines and elimina-
tion of electric wires. The mid term strategy consists of partial renewal of down
town and railway station areas, furnishing of pedestrian ways, street trees and street
lights, keeping clean the water fronts, good maintenance of green and parks, brush
up of residential areas and the introduction of urban art and monuments. Short
term strategy consists of the good maintenance of hedge, wall, roof, signs and
garbage.

It is the essential of urban design to educate the citizens to be aware of the

importance of urban design.




