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Potentials of Cross-Border Railway Systems in Asian Continent for Peace,
Security and Development of Associated Regional Communities

Yuzo AKATSUKA, Takashi SAWAI, Takahiro KAMIYAMA

Synopsis

In Asian continent, there exist many cross-border railway systems which extend
over wide regional areas, such as the railways extending over Russia-Mongolia-
China built by the Soviet Union, the railway networks expanding over the entire
Central Asian countries as built by the Imperial Russia first and then further
expanded by the Soviet Union, the railway systems in the eastern region of the
Indian Subcontinent built by the British colonial company. Most of these railway
systems have been developed by the conquerors of the regions in late 19th to early
20th century with objectives of colonization, control and management of the areas
and effective transportation of products from the colonized regions to the colonizers’
countries. During the colonial days, the railway systems had worked well fulfilling
the original objectives of the development. However, after the end of the colonial
days and the commencement of independent states/racial nations newly borne in the
former colonized regions, the railway systems have lost the built-in objectives in the
earlier days and have started to malfunction since then.

The cross-border railway systems have the potentials of integrating local com-
munities in the associated region through regional socio-economic activities and
communications. And further, it may function for improving income distribution
and for poverty alleviation. It may provide means and ways for rapid and massive
transportation of goods and police / military forces in response to emergencies such
as natural disasters and social and political disturbances. Therefore, it is an
important and essential subject to strengthen the functions originally inherited in the
system which should be addressed by the concerned authorities.

The railway systems as mentioned above have been currently addressing the
problems and issues with a view to reviving the originally inherited functions and
further to enhance their institutional strengths. The Mongolian Railways have
been successful in materializing smooth transfer operations of railway cargoes
between the two railway systems with different gauges, namely the Russian and
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Standard gauges, through provision of the freight transfer facilities and equipment
under the Japan’s official development aid. The Central Asian railways are now
implementing the TRACECA (TRAnsport Corridor Europe —Caucasus —Asia)
program with a view to diversifying trade routes in addition to the conventional
Russian oriented trades. In the Indian Subcontinent, the Bangladesh government
has been active in opening up the border barriers between Bangladesh and India
which have been closed since independence with a view to promoting regional
trades and communications among the countries in the region.

Afore-mentioned initiatives originated by the railway systems are considered to
clearly demonstrate their positive attitudes toward strengthening the essential role of
cross-border railway systems for integration of the regional communities concerned.
Such initiatives are diversified in their resultant operational performances. This
paper reviews historical backgrounds and current status of and the problems and
issues faced by the railway systems in the Asian Continent. It then examines new
roles of the cross-border railway systems for peace, security and socio-economic
development of the regional communities concerned and suggests the direction to

further enhance their roles for the regional development.



