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KUNIKIDA Doppo and Losers in Modern Society

Yoichi NAKAJIMA

KUNIKIDA Doppo, japanese novelist in Meiji era, picked up various losers in
his many works.

He esteemed and sympathized with the common people who live detachedly
from the power and vanity of the modern world. On the men of tender but weak
character subject to fail in modern competitive society he took compassion. He
sketched realistically the miserable life and death of poor people in the modernizing
Japan. In this way he brought into relief inhuman negative figures of the modern
society.

Not being a feudal reactionary, however, he approved some modern ideals:
humanity, sinserity,industry at the same time. This made his critique more persua-
sive and lasting.

With the still, sad music of humanity, he told us the tragedies of losers in
modern society.




