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Irish Immigration to Canada—Grosse Isle in 1847

Kaoru SATO

The Great Irish Famine of 1845 to 1850 produced a large amount of emigration.
The destination of these Famine immigrants was the U.S., but the poorest of Ireland’
s poor were barely able to pay the one or two pounds of passage to America. Some
of them had their tickets to Canada, cheaper than to America, paid by landlords
eager to evict them and be free from the tax English government forced them to pay.

Most of passengers were packed onto small Canadian timber ships of which
conditions were terribly bad for human traveling. Thousands lost their lives en
route because of cholera, typhus and “ship fever”.

After arriving at the Quarantine Station at Grosse Isle, lying about thirty miles
downstream from Quebec City, many died of scanty of facilities and cares. In 1847
only, as many as 5,424 people were buried in this island. People in Quebec, a
French-Canadian city, rose up to save and help immigrants. What drove them were
the consciousness of self-defense from epidemics, the sympathy with Ireland deriving
from the hostility to England, and the companionship with Catholic people from
Ireland.

This paper attempts to illustrate the conditions and circumstances of Grosse Isle
in 1847, by reading the diary of an Irish physician, letters and documents by people

working on this island.






