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A Study on the Process of WATARASE Retarding Basin
in relation to ASHIO MINE POLLUTANT CASE (IV)

Sigeki MATSUURA

The area opposition had been occurred intensively in the lower part of
WATARASE River and OMOI River since the Modern times. YANAKA Village,
which was located in the most lower part of WATARASE River, was in the weakest
situation because of the natural condition and the historic process of the develop-
ment.

ASINO MINE POLLUTANT DAMAGE spread in the flood area of WATAR-
ASE River in the Meiji 20s. The pollutant damage occurred by the accumulation
of the earth and sand in the flood which contained pollutant produced in the copper
mining process. The both of TOCHIGI Prefecture in the left side of WATARASE
River and GUNMA Prefecture in the right side planned the reinforcement and the
construction of the bank. But those plans weren’t implemented by the opposition
of the Prefecture on the opposite shore. A private settlement was proceeded with
between the executive at the ASINO MINE and the damage people. The damage
people insisted on the importance of the flood defense on WATARASE River.

In the lower part of OMOI River, the river improvement works were demanded
by the local resident and the landform measure was acted by their load. After that,
the spilway plan was settled on but a vigorous opposition exercise was done by the
resident in the downstream part. By this exercise, the work wasn’t set about.

After all, WATARASE RIVER Improvement Work was started by the Interior
Ministry in 1910. In the Project, WATARASE Retarding Basin was constructed
with abolishing YANAKA Village. For the Improvement Work, TOCHGTI Prefec-
ture, GUNMA Prefecture, SAITAMA Prefecture and IBARAGI Prefecture paid
31% of expenses of the whole. But the vigorous dispute occurred concerning the

load in each Prefecture.



