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A History of Histories of Japanese Modern Literature

Yoichi NAKAJIMA

We can find three leading ideas in books written in 1945-70 on history of
Japanese modern literature: 1. The modern literature is the literary expression of
human ego (ODAGIRI Hideo). 2. Ready to be established by <{Hakai>, the
Japanese modern literature was, in fact, established by <Futon> with certain distor-
tion (NAKAMURA Mitsuo). 3. What distorted it was that its pillar was not
“masked gentlemen (in Western mature civil society)” but “runaway slaves (from
semi-feudal Japanese society)” (ITO Sei).

These books also supply us with different or opposing evaluations of <moder-

nity> and <Japanese national character).



