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The River Policy for the Age of Rapid Economic Growth in Japan
Shigeki MATUURA

This paper discusses mainly the planning of river policy in the Showa 40s
(1965~74) in Japan, paying attention to “State of National Land Construction”, or the
so-called “White Paper on Construction,” published by the Ministry of Construction.

The Showa 40s was a period of rapid economic growth in Japan. During the
period, the country was industrialized and urbanized rapidly, particularly in the “Pacific
Belt Zone.” In keeping pace with these changes, the transportation networks including
Shinkansen and expressways were constructed as part of the country’s infrastructure
with the aim of implementing large-scale development projects under the New
Comprehensive National Development Plan executed in 1969.

Also in the area of river policy, large-scale plans for river projects were drawn
up in both flood control and water utilization. Flood control projects were designed
to cope with 150- and 200-year floods, and water utilization projects were designed
assuming the use of large quantities of water mainly for industrial purposes. And the

large dams were planned to achieve these two goals



