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Summary

System Design

— Establishing Research Programs—

KAWAMOTO Hideo

This paper considers some issues in setting and establishing programs engaging philosophically
with environmental problems. Realistic proposals have featured solution-oriented methodology,
but since environmental problems themselves are long-term issues with no easily visible
resolution, they require the sustained approximate-rigorous research. This paper does not present
practical proposals, but rather concerns establishing some research programs. 3 important issues
in establishing research programs can be indicated here. The first issue concerns setting the
regulative principles for the researching of environmental problems. In any research, there are
intrinsic principles that make out the direction toward the researching. These are equivalent to
“regulative principles” in the Kantian sense. These regulative principles are taken out within the
researching environmental problems, and such working is undertaken towards their continuous
application. The second issue is that, inasmuch as proposals for alternative design are possible at
this point in time, there are a great number of proposals. Even if these are not yet majority
opinions, this issue is linked to broadening the range of options at this point in time. We might
take up as an example here the “Reversible Destiny Lofts- Mitaka” by Shusaku Arakawa. The
third issue is extracting as great a number as possible of models for mechanisms of phase
transitions in the environmental system. This is a kind of the setting instrumental programs, in
order to get some anticipation for the drastic shifts in the environment. Here, the mechanism of
the maintenance of the “dynamic stability” suggests the limit situation just before any drastic

changes.
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