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Summary

Summary

Environmental Theories in Chinese Thought

-Nature, Sansui, Feng Shui-

YAMADA Toshiaki

In the history of Chinese thought, the word “nature” was essentially used by the Taoist thinkers
to mean “that which is of itself,” which is to say that it indicates a state without intention.
Wilderness and the natural world were expressed using the term sansui, which is closer in
meaning to “landscape.” The term sansui came to be heavily used from the fourth century. This
illustrates that ever since that time, people of learning have held an interest in the natural world,
particularly in beautiful mountain and river scenery. This extended to the understanding that these
beautiful mountains and rivers, at the same time, reflect the spirit of people who view them. This
is because chi energy as possessed by the wilderness and chi as possessed by people is the same
chi. Since this chi is a kind of spirit, whenever the chi of mountains and rivers resonated with
human chi, it was believed that this was an expression of emotion.

On the other hand, chi also flows within the earth itself, comprising mountains as mountains
and rivers as rivers. This is the same power by which chi creates people as people, which is to say
it is spirit. Accordingly, by living within a flow of good chi, a good destiny is obtained. This is
the fundamental approach of feng shui.

This study considers chi as an environmental theory, and it attempts to position theories of

landscape and feng shui within Chinese thought.



