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[Abstract]

Samson Occom’s Final Choice: A Native American Missionary on
the Cultural Frontier

MITSUISHI  Yoko

This essay deals with Samson Occom (1723-92), a Mohegan Indian who converted to
Christianity, became a missionary in New England, and eventually the first Native American
minister to visit England. He was also the first Native American to publish his writings in
English. Widely known as “a pious Mohegan,” Occom gained widespread fame and
popularity during his lifetime. Since that time, however, Native Americans like Occom who
adopted the European religion were largely ignored,; it is only since the 1980s that interest in
their stories has been revived.

In the present article, Occom is understood as a “cultural broker” who walked on a
cultural frontier where two ways of life collided. Focusing on the process leading to Occom’s
advocacy of a migration of all Native American Christians in New England, my purpose is to
explore one aspect of the cultural transformation of New England in the turbulent

eighteenth century.
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