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[Abstract]

Cable TV in the Digital Age

Naoko OTANI

Japan completed the digitization of terrestrial television broadcasting across the entire
country as analog broadcasting ended in the three prefectures, Iwate, Miyagi and Fukushima
in March 2012. Although digital terrestrial television has brought much convenience to the
users, their ways of watching television have not changed a lot. Moreover, broadcasters still
follow the business model in the analog television age because they have not found out a new
model corresponding to digitization.

Thus, digitization does not seem to have brought about great change in terrestrial television
broadcasting; however, the broadcasting industry is going through a period of significant change
including review of the legal system pertaining to broadcasting for the first time in 60 years.

Considering those backgrounds, this paper examines future prospects of cable television
which caught the application of the revised Broadcast Law, affected by digital terrestrial

television.
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