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[Abstract]

The Historical Development and Characteristics
of the Chinese Communities in the Netherlands:
The Comparison among the Netherlands, the U.K. and France

Sumiko YAMAMOTO

The purpose of this study is to examine the historical development and characteristics of
the Chinese communities in the Netherlands and compare them with those in the U.K. and
France, based on the field work conducted at Amsterdam, Utrecht and Rotterdam in Septem-
ber 2009, 2010, and 2011. And through these comparisons, this study aims to grasp the is-
sues about Chinese culture and the formation of identities from a transnational viewpoint.

Chapter I traces the historical development of the Chinese communities in the Nether-
lands, dividing it into three periods, the period before 1949: the construction of the People’s
Republic of China, the period from 1950 to 1975: the independence of Suriname and the peri-
od from 1976 to the present.

Chapter I examines characteristics of the Chinese communities in the Netherlands and
compares them with those in the U.K. and France.

Chapter II clarifies the influences of the influx of new Chinese immigrants since 1980s, by
examining the changes of Chinese associations and supplementary schools offering Chinese
language education comparing them with those in the U.K. and France.

As a result, immigrants from Hong Kong to the U.K. and the Netherlands reaching the
peak in 1960s have constituted the mainstream of the Chinese communities in both coun-
tries. Their tendencies to concentrate in restaurant business and scatter all over the country
have been the common characteristics of the Chinese communities in the U.K. and the Neth-
erlands, which have created the similarities in the processes to form identities of second gen-
eration Chinese in two countries.

Whereas, the refugees with ethnic Chinese background from Indochina mainly constituted

the Chinese communities in France before 1980. No job concentration and gathering in some
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specific areas have been characteristics of the Chinese communities in France. Since the
1990s people from Zhejiang have immigrated to both France and the Netherlands. Most peo-
ple from Zhejiang to the Netherlands have been engaged in restaurant business and scat-
tered all over the country, while most of them in France have been engaged in various jobs
and gathered in some specific areas.

In sum up, this study clarifies that characteristics of the Chinese communities in three
countries haven't been changed after the influx of new immigrants. And it also points out that
the classes in supplementary schools that teach Mandarin with simplified characters and
pinyin are increasing in three countries. I can suggest that the core of Chinese culture in EU

will become Mandarin with simplified characters and pinyin in the near future.
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