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O Abstractd

On the Roles Expected of Local TV Stations
in the Digital Age of Terrestrial Broadcasting

Naoko OTANI

Terrestrial television broadcasting is scheduled to be completely changed from
the analog system to the digital system on July 24, 2011. The digitization of TV
broadcasting has been promoted as a national policy, and the NHK and
commercial broadcasters have started the digital system of terrestrial television
broadcasting step-by-step since 2003. The objectives of digitizing televisions are
to realize a variety of services including effective uses of terrestrial signals, airing
with high-quality pictures and sounds, multi-channel broadcasting, and
broadcasting for mobile terminals (one-segment broadcasting). As a result, TV
stations or hardware transmitting TV programs have assumed heavy
responsibility for their preparations for digitization. Moreover, it has come to
strain a business of local TV stations. This paper grasps the present situation of
terrestrial digital TV broadcasting and examines the future roles of local TV

stations from various angles.
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