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0 Abstract

On Issues of Social Disparities Seen through Newspaper Reports

Akihiko SHIMAZAKI
Naoko OTANI
Yukiko OGAWA

Some social disparities can be seen in Japan nowadays. Most visible ones are the one between
full-time employees and part-timers employment and the one among regions caused by tax systems
and industrial location. Moreover, the issues on social disparities have been not only a controversial
topic among researchers but also a policy problem in the Diet. Therefore, people seem to be much
interested in the issues on disparities in our society. However, comments and remarks about social
disparities are not new at all.

Some researchers have been commenting on social disparities since 1980's while ordinary people
have been interested in the issues only after 2000. This paper intends to clarify the social image

about disparities in social rank which were formed by discussions and reports in newspapers.
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