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O Abstractd

Course Evaluation by Students of
Social Research Laboratory

Michiko NISHINO, Kenji SUGIYAMA
Hiroko UENO, Yuko SUDA
Shinji MIKAMI

In this paper, using course evaluation data by students, subjective evaluations to the
course of social research laboratory of students are analyzed. The data was obtained
through the 2008 course evaluation research of the faculty of sociology in Toyo University.
The size of the data is 1,183 persons. The evaluations are analyzed from two points of
view. One is the behavioral such as the percentage of attendance and the amount of time
invested to attain the course. Another is the subjective. The latter is measured through
factor analysis of 11 items, resulting in three factors: the result satisfaction, the
commitment satisfaction, and the system satisfaction.

The result satisfaction covered most of the variances of the 11 items. Hence, analyzing
the relationship between the result satisfaction and the percentage of attendances,
students who attend the course more often are not fully satisfied. To explain this
contradiction, one hypothesis is proposed. That is, when the interests were low before the
beginning of the course, then the subjective assessments to the course after that would be
low no matter of the commitments to the course.

As a result of the analysis, the hypothesis is verified. More than the percentage of
attendance or the amount of invested time for the course, the degree of the preceding
interests to the course is more effective to raise the degree of the result satisfaction. It is
also found that a group of students who have little interests to the course but have high
commitments are very lowly satisfied. Furthermore it is proved that if the precedent
interests are high, then higher commitments improve the degree of the result satisfaction.

These results show the importance of enlightenment of interests to the course among
students. According to the results, about 20% of the students have little or not so high
interests to the course before but have high commitments. To encourage them to have a

purpose and interests of the course is the very emergent subject to us.
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