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[Abstract]

Media Communication in Modern Society

Naoko OTANI
Akihiko SHIMAZAKI

New media produced by technological advances and the resulting transfor-
mation of old media have changed people's media environment, influencing
their social lives and communication behavior. Moreover, both the new technol-
ogy for creating the "ubiquitous network society" sought by the u-Japan policy
and complex media, which are typically a merger of broadcasting and commu-
nications, are expected to give people new opportunities for communication.

This study investigates what influence the changes in the media environ-
ment have on the way people use media. A questionnaire on people's media-use
behavior includes items regarding their actual media-use behavior such as their
purchasing patterns, items regarding changes in their attitudes toward various
things, items regarding changes in their relationships with others, and items re-
garding changes in their local communities.

Analysis shows that multi-channel television does not have much effect on
viewers' attitudes in general, and that no significant difference is observed in
viewers' ways of using television except their purchasing patterns. The Internet,
in the same way as television, is often used to obtain information and purchase
merchandise. However, younger people, who use their mobile phones as termi-
nals to access the Internet, tend to be aware of changes in their attitudes to-

ward various things and their relationships with others.
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