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Dynamics of Debt:
Reciprocity in Cross-Border Brokered Marriage in

Taichung, Taiwan
YOKOTA Sachiko”

Since 1990’s, cross-border brokered marriages of Taiwanese men with w women from
Mainland China and Southeastern Asia are increasing. This stream is an extension of
the global division of reproductive work, and flows of human capital and material
resources among countries act as catalyst. Taiwanese society and academia have made
social issues of female spouses’ adaptation and education for the next generation; at
the same time, they have made light of the fact that cross-border brokered marriages
are important means to establish new family, and to ally new connection abroad. This
paper is aimed at structural analysis of reciprocity between in-laws concerned with
cross-border brokered marriages. Compared with marriages between two Taiwanese,
in the case of cross-border brokered marriages, amount of bride wealth is generally
quite small; in addition, dowry is not given by wife’s in-laws. Therefore, in Han
Taiwanese context, a Taiwanese husband and his family would think that they could
get wife for the man for a petty sum, and often describe such marriages with the word
“mai”-literally “buying a bride”. A wife’s in-laws abroad couldn’t contribute to
husband’s family’s rites of passage, which are originally a crucial role of a wife’s
in-laws. Those in-laws wouldn’t gift ceremonial goods to husband’s family at all-

maybe because of physical distance and cultural gaps. Such relationships among
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in-laws are not ideal ones from the standpoint of Han Taiwanese. Still, Taiwanese
husbands would be requested to keep gifting to their wives’ in-laws goods such as real
estate, home electrical appliances, and so on. Continual gifting by Taiwanese
husbands is sort of like paying bride wealth on time. On the other hand, foreign wives
would reciprocate their husbands and husbands’ family by contributing to both the
husbands’ economic production and reproductive work, by means of bearing boys,
doing agricultural work and housework, and helping businesses. At the point when

foreign wives and their family become satisfied with the gifts, one-way gift are ended.
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