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The Realities and the Prospective Research Themes Concerning
the Union of Associations of People from Okinawa in Taiwan:

Focusing on the Evacuation to Taiwan of Okinawans in WWII
MATSUDA Yoshitaka*

In Taiwan, the union of associations of people from Okinawa in Taiwan (hereafter,
abbreviated as “Okinawan Union”) was set up after the Second World War to help
repatriate the Okinawans who had been evacuated to Taiwan.

Documents that show the realities of the Okinawan Union are: (i) four items created
by the Okinawan Union; (ii) articles of “Taiwan shinseihou (Taiwan xinshengbao) ” and
materials in the possession of the Taiwan Historica; and (iii) the notes of members of the
Okinawan Union. These materials indicate that this union played roles in public
relations, the guidance of Okinawans in Taiwan, funding of Okinawans’ activities and
education. Moreover, the documents tell us that the Okinawan Union was in fact a
subsidiary organ and alternative organization for the authorities-not an authority in
and of itself.

Due to the limited number of these materials available, however, the above-mentioned
points remain a matter of speculation. An unresolved problem concerns how to locate any
yet-undiscovered documents. Moreover, looking from the perspective of how Okinawan
society in the postwar era was constructed, the matter of how the United States viewed
Okinawan Union while the U.S. was ruling the region also demands a great deal of

attention. Scholarly works on these themes will be significant for understanding the
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manner of relation between Okinawan society of postwar days and colonial Taiwan.
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