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Taiwan and Yaeyama Islands:
A Survey of Cultural Exchanges as Seen through Those of

South Korea and the Tsushima Islands
KAMIZURU Hisahiko*

Globalization and transnationalism are getting more attention in recent years as
phenomena which challenge the concept of nation-state. The shift to some degree
considers nation states to be an element to be overcome. In this article, the author
examines how cultural and economic exchanges are taking place between Taiwan and
the Yaeyama Islands in Okinawa, through the perspective of such exchanges between
South Korea and the Tsuhima Islands of Nagasaki Prefecture. In doing so, he attempts
to shed a light on how the image of Taiwan as pro-Japan has weakened and disturbed
the relationship between Taiwan and Yaeyama; this situation contrasts with how
various mechanisms of mutual understanding have been constructed in the latter case,
despite the backdrop of anti-Japanese sentiment in South Korea concerning the issue
of sovereignty over Tsushima Island. Both Yaeyama and Tsushima are proud of their
identities as being on the periphery, and are attempting to take advantage of these
identities in promoting exchanges with Taiwan or South Korea in the course of
regional development. However, in the Taiwan-Yaeyama case, the misunderstanding
of each other’s concept of “mutual understanding” has resulted in mutual discontent-
despite the image of a pro-Japan Taiwan that has been long cherished by the Yaeyama
side. In other words, this image is hampering the development of mutual exchanges.
While the islands had enjoyed autonomy in pre-modern times due to being on the
periphery, they are increasingly constrained by a nation where homogeneity is

pursued, even as these areas attempt to demonstrate their unique identities.
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