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Multiplicity of Chinese Localization:
A Case Study of a Chinese Family History in Sarawak, Malaysia

ICHIKAWA Tetsu®

The localization of Malaysian Chinese is often analyzed in relation to their
orientation toward China from Malaysia. Their Malaysian-oriented identities are
usually thought to parallel the transformation of their social status within Malaysia
as a nation state. However the Malaysian Chinese localization is not limited to a
uni-directional process. The individuals and families would have multiple
orientations and we should not overlook the diversity among Malaysian Chinese and
its significance for multiple localization. The ethnicity of Malaysian Chinese appears
to be somewhere between unity and diversity. To discuss the multi-lineal localization
process of the Malaysian Chinese, this paper takes one extended Chinese family in
Sarawak as a case study. By reviewing the family history, the multi-directional
localization process is examined. The first generation in this family came from Canton,
China to Sarawak in early 20th century. The second and third generations born in
Sarawak have interacted with other ethnic groups in Malaysia. The types of education
which the local-born generations had also have significant influence on their ethnicity.
By examining these facts, this paper analyzes the multi-lineal localization process
among Malaysian Chinese.
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A (nasi merah), ’~7 + /X% R (paku pakis) °% =2 —/)L + v =R (sayur manis)
Vot I EZHHBTLIXLIEWAL, BRI LTS, Tk ) RBAEFIT, ¥
FUIUND= L= T OMMBOEANLBSZLOEFHEXOMBES, FIZA NV
AL ET VIV IORKERMEBDTELEDODRFEDOHF TCEEINDZ L Lo
EHbOTHY, BEOAV RA—Tbii~vL—yT7OMoOMBOEANLESEBLLEOR
KR AERLELTHHATLIOTH D,

EHICBEDHEFED A N—F, ERFEATIEOV NS, BEEL HFERICME
AT2L WO EASHEUNCH, BREREANOKRAREEBEZZTIT TVWDLEDLIIL
NEV, FlziE, BFECHEHOMBICEDEMT (%EL) (ah be gong : &EEFE)
EWVWIHMBAERD, HEA A —, RIEAOBRATIE, ZOHEELIOIEEAND
RETHY, /FVIIBEETIMODERREACERZVWVAE CHL LD L TH D,
EBIZ, BEOBOMMANERESLYH VXA TELTWERIZIE, #EAZFELI L
2L, HEPY T P TELTIIICR>ThrD, MOBEARZOMZHECLRE %
RT, ZRICEI LH kot Thd, ZTHLEmnbb, KEAHEDHE
ADFRHRTHDIDEFRIL, VI IR I F LB ITIEANODEROF THL~Ya VT 4T
HOHBERRFEALORKOHR T, KECEBEROEFERALBEHETL2L5CR>TW
ST ZERnbhd,

THOLEREBERLEORIE, OB LOL0EMRICLADNDIEEDbDND, EEEME
AT 28I, ZoRKELBDHIX [#A) (huaren) ThHDLBRD, KEHRER
FBOLFEOFTIE, F¥yA=—XLLTOHALIZERTHBICIX, T A (teng lang)
EWIHRBER VD, EFLWIBI—MFEEEZEETHIRY, 7Tl L —YTH
RELTAFBLTCWVIENSELEZETICESIDLVWETERVWENS Z X, T
FELLIELIERRS, EPAEEFEICLIBFEFNREFOFTIE, £TLL TFEA)
LW, BDIEWRTHF Y a TN TAT T AT 42 EXMICHAT 2 HBIZERS A
TV, A LI RBFEERRCEEROEAY FERER M 26T
EOICLIZLIERWSEETHH20, 228 [EAI LI EE X, BEE~OBHIL
RTAT VT AT A%RATE [FEAN] EVITEDODLIRL—VTOMDORKE
AL 0HERICHT AL A—VFAFICBVWEZEESWVIER Y, AR X HICYHE
ETHOENAFICLD T#EA] EWVWIBOFERIZ, ~L—AZ@DHLETEIL—
TOHREARRKICH LT HED~L—TIZHT B FaFt A -TAFyT 4T 4
BT AVLENFETHIFTHRILLEZEWVWOIEERHD, ZhiZxL, T LD
FaFNRLRALVTDTAT YT AT ADOHEEZBERMLARLS TS LW, FEZMEH
L7 —HhLRAEAFBETE, BEREAORBHEELE LS XD, [EA] LW EN
Aunwbh#irTnwd, Zokric, FEaMEREND LIV e—hpEFOF T,
LFELYL TH#F) & [FEA) LW FEORMNCELDLRT, TR i HERER
—Wx] EWVIHI ATV LD FR LV EFICE-TWVDHDOTHA I,

20) Bl x4, FrAFTEUCHhI LM E L — T HE AL A LA TN,
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3 WiienZ

BEFOSHMRICOESZTZ77IV— AN —2biE, vL—VTAEFThOHMAN,
REWIZ= L=V T EWIHEFOERELT, D2V~ —YTEALLT, T3
FARTATFT T AT A2 BEL TP DLRAKIZ, I/72Rb_XALTIE, £ Eh
DFEEMOMOEANCHMORKERN L OBBEORT, B—HALRVIAVLTOT AT
TATAREFERLZERSIE TV ERGND, L= TICBITL2EANDOT
ZA=TF 41, ZOXHIE, FraFt AL _ATORMEE IS, BEHMTLEOX
DE—ANLRLRATOHEMILE DL TR RRKEITE LTRADLERHD L ED
nNd, WhiF, vL—yT7HEADTZ=VT 0%, #EALLTOR—MHEOMLEME L &
Hiz, ThEFhoa— DV RBEBICESS@EEL OO EBR R BEGO T TELT
HDEENVZ LD,

ZhuE, TEFG S TFEAL ~, WO B o@D, BAEM T L DIRKIZHE,
LHEMICEDTREERHDLZEEZERLTWVWS, WhiE, TRLENOEEH T LT
BR8N H20THD, EALLTODY HFIEILTLLE—-RLDORLOTIER
<, A2 DEAPENPNDIRIICHE, SEIERBENRDY S DLRBTHZ LA
T& X9 [cf Chan & Tong 2001; Ang 2001], =D 7=®, THEABR] 2 [FEAER
< L=y T7ERE] L LTEFL - BRET2EBIT, T LLHENRAL 2L
TR TR, T#F] 26 [FEA] ~, LI ELOBEIE, —DDHFHAHEOR %
FOoOoTiEl, HEOFMEERFLI HZDTH D,

v L=V T OEALSIZTZONTICHE L R TMNEARTFETDI Z LI LIFLIETE
WMENDZLTHD, FBRZH) LEEAHESANROZELEDL, EAOY T -2 X =0T
A M BT HUKROMENEB T D L D%, HEHPEICKIT 2 HMEEKICOHE
TTHDOTIEARL, ~Lb—yT7EHRNCBIT HBMRAREICODER T ZLICLENE
THCHEETIVLELNDD TV IMNCBITEIZOEADOTZ77I Y —-EX MY —M»n
LY, BMbOZ THEEREFICANLI EEHIIALLTH D,

Boow

AFESERI T 2B HMAE T R EERERRBEMPENRE T =2 | [T o —
NRY =2 ar TORBT 7 OH-EER L MIRE) ((RE HERILE, EBFEA),
[RE7 V7B 2HERERO LFN - 7 LA — LI DN T DO ANFEHFRIIFSE]
(R RGBT, HBHRA BL® (XF 72 —FX=T7 BT 525KBERELRE
LTHESL—YTEAORXy bV —27 ] (RE I, HEFHFREB) hoD0EEE
Bk vl olz, B THYD Go7 Y 7 I 7 EANORK AT HLIZIEMAAEICRLS #
AL TWiziZnwi, BRELSMICEHRFVZLET,
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