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The Jeju Sunim or the Korean Monks in Japan:
A Case Study on their Transnationality in Ikuno, Osaka

MIiYASHITA Ryoko*

People known as “Korean newcomers” are the schoolchildren, the college students, and workers
who have joined immigrant societies in Japan since 1980s. They are transnational people who do
not possess the same historical background that their predecessors have had. In the present
situation where there are few successors to the ageing priests called sunim among the society, it
is the newcomers who are taking over their positions. A sunim whom I met in January 2003 was
one of such newcomers.

Both Koreans who have long settled down in Japanese society and the newcomers that
have just come to live are “immigrants”. The term “immigrant” was often associated with painful
images of those who have difficulty in assimilating to the country of the destination. However,
such an image does not remain the same today. The word “migrant” used to imply a temporary
sojourner; whether they would settle down or return to their own country was considered quite
uncertain. Nowadays “migrants” or “immigrants” can no longer be categorized within such
recognition; they are developing their network, activities, life patterns, and thoughts, both in
their own country and the host country, and are constructing social fields that exceed geographic,
cultural and political boundaries.

This paper focuses on the life-world of a sunim Korean newcomer who “comes and goes”
between Jeju and Osaka, thus crossing the national boundary. It aims to examine the changing
transnational situations in two countries from the religious perspective, and clarify the actual

conditions in detail.
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