BILAFEY 115 200843 A

A~V T FHENLO5IHHE
— AXBROBEREFZFLL LT

# B F 1

Returning from the Northern Mariana Islands to Japan after World War II:
A Study on the Migration of the Hachijou Islanders

TsusHIMA Hideko*

The purpose of the paper is to clarify the process and the cause of emigration from the Hachijou Island
to the Northern Mariana Islands in Micronesia under Japanese administration from 1914 to 1944.

Historical background of emigration is as follows: 1) Emigration of Hachijou people, mostly as
sugar farmers, extended from Ogasawara, Daito Island, and to the Northern Mariana Islands. 2) Nanyo
Shokusan Company started sugar manufacture in Saipan in 1917, and they recruited workers from
Ogasawara, Hachijou Island. The first emigrant from Hachijou Island arrived in Saipan in 1917. 3)
South Seas Development Company, sugar manufacture in Saipan, started recruiting workers mainly
from Okinawa in 1922 and later from Hachijou Island after 1927. As the depression of early Showa Era
affected industries in Hachijou Island then, there were people suffering from economic problems at
that time. More than three thousand Hachijou Islanders were employed as sugarcane farmers, and
more than five hundred of them returned home after world war II. 4) The support for the repatriates
was limited to the minimum daily necessities. Consequently they depended most on their relatives in
reconstructing their lives at home. 5) The emigrants who came home from “Nanyo-Gunto” before 1944
had to go through repatriation for the second time. They were obliged to be evacuated in 1944 just
before Japan lost the war.
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