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From Leftist Movement to Minority:

An Aspect of the Formation of Alevis as a Minority in Germany

ISHIKAWA Shinsaku *

Alevis are the one of the Islamic religious minorities in Turkey. The certain population of Alevis is
contained among Turkish immigrants in Germany, and there is the process of the formation as a
Minority group in Germany. On the other hand, some of them had been involved in the leftist
movement in Turkey at 60’s -70’s. Then, as the result of the coup d’etat at 1980, some people came to
Germany and participate the organizing of the Alevi’s associations in Germany. In this paper, I will
examine the process of the transition from leftist movement to “New Social Movement” of minority
called “Alevis”, through the formation of the associations of Alevi in Germany and an experience of a
man who has been engaged in both leftist movement in Turkey and activities of an association in
Germany.

As Touraine said, Socialist movement has lost the roll of promotion for social change at 70’s
and New Social Movements of feminists, citizen groups, NPOs etc. has took place of that. Also ethnic,
religious or cultural minorities are the one of the important actors among them. Alevis has been
formed as the collective identity in urban that refer to “given” communal identities in rural Turkey, so
that it provides the significant unity for the people who regards oneself as an Alevi. It can be said that
they are formed as the “Minority in Europe” which negotiates with society through opposition
movement.
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