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Reconsidering the Religious Group Typology
in Japanese New Religion Studies

TERADA Yoshiro *, TSUKADA Hotaka ™

The aim of this study is to reconsider the religious group typology on Japanese new religious groups
and to present new types from our new analytic point of view.

The preceding studies of japanese new religion have many typologies on new religious groups
from various points of views. For example, the formations of connection between believers and
religious groups, the personality of charismatic gurus, the origin of religious dogmas. But they have not
considered the relations among these types and the changing characteristics on religious movement.

This study tries to classify Japanese new religious groups from the new point of view--the form
of the source of religious authority and salvation. We advocate to divide new religious groups(NRG)
into text-NRG and human-NRG. In text-NRG, the source of authority is a text. And text-NRG has two
types. One is traditional type, which is based on a traditional text like the Bible or Buddhist sutra,
and the other is syncretic-type, whose text includes various dogmas syncreticaly. In human-NRG, the
source of authority is the supernatural powers of people. Human-NRG also has two types, follower-
shared-type, where followers can have supernatural powers, and leader-centered-type, where only
leaders own such special powers. Furthermore, the follower-shared-type has gradual-type and flat-
type. While followers in gradual-type group gradually get these powers in the process of training, in
flat-type group they get the powers relatively easier and sooner. Leader-centered-type has founder-
type and successor-type. In the former group, only founders have supernatural powers. And in the
latter group, successors can get these powers. To be sure, these types are ideal types, so actual
religious groups must have duplicated components and it’s impossible to break down clearly into these
types.

We assume that new religious groups change their types in their process of development. By
analyzing the trace of transformation, we can point out the developmental tasks which NRG have been
facing. Thus, this typology has advantage to explain new religion more comprehensively and more
accurately.
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