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Abstract

Since the 1950’s, television has been utilized as one of the most powerful tools for
political campaigns and continues to play an important role in the political world. This
paper reviews the role of television news and advertising in the political world in the
United States and Japan and analyzes the utilization and functions of the internet in
political campaigns and citizen participations.

A brief review of the political functions of television news suggests the importance
of the interpretative and opinion-forming functions of TV news. Analysis of television
advertising since the 1950’s in the United States clarifies both the positive and
negative effects of television advertising, depending on the content and social context.
This paper also examines the use of in the internet the 2000 US election campaigns
and found that although the internet was especially effective in mobilizing the
electorate in the online primary voting in some states, the overall use of the internet
by politicians was not very active. It was also found that the use of the internet in
Japanese elections is severely restricted and remains at a premature stage. The

conditions for activating the political role of the internet are discussed.
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