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Overview and significance of

the International Dark Sky Places program

Nobuaki Ocur*

Abstract

The International Dark Sky Places program, implemented by DarkSky International,
recognizes areas that are less affected by light pollution and are making outstanding
efforts to protect and preserve the beautiful night sky. To achieve certification, the
applicant organization must develop a good outdoor lighting policy, retrofit to dark sky
friendly lighting, conduct outreach and education activities, and continuously monitor
the darkness of the night sky. There are five categories, and a total of 216 sites
worldwide have been certified as of the end of 2023. The significance of achieving the
certification includes protecting of the beautiful night sky and natural environment,
promoting of tourism and local revitalization, spreading of quality outdoor lighting
environments, raising environmental awareness among local residents and society, and

contributing to sustainable development goals.
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