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Russia's Invasion of Ukraine and Russo-Japanese Families

- Concerning Article 11, Paragraph 1 of the Nationality Act -

Satoko TAKEDA

Abstract

For the acquisition of nationality for children of a Russian family born abroad, procedures at
Overseas Diplomatic Establishment are required. The Japanese government considers this process as
the 'Acquisition of nationality of a foreign country at one’s own choice ', which deprives children of
Japanese citizenship born in Russo-Japanese families. Is it ethically permissible to deprive children of
their Japanese citizenship who were born and raised in Japan and acquired Japanese citizenship at
birth? However, even if we try to discuss it, it is difficult to be solved as the social awareness of this
issue is extremely low. Therefore, in August 2023, a nationality survey was conducted targeting Russo-
Japanese families. After Russia's invasion of Ukraine, the issue of Japanese citizenship for children of
Russo-Japanese families has become more urgent. This paper clarifies that the provisions of the
Russian citizenship law are for the protection of the rights of Russians living abroad and that the
resolution of the issue is left to the Japanese government. There remains a possibility that Japanese
nationals may lose their Japanese citizenship due to foreign legislation in the future. The paper
questions what 'compelling state interest' exists in maintaining the single nationality principle, as an

issue of Japanese society.
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