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A Comparison of Comments on Legislation against
Child Abuse by the UN Committee on the Rights of
the Child in Japan and China.
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HUANG, Qian
Summary

This study summarizes the improvements and changes in child abuse legislation in
Japan and China identified by the United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child
(hereinafter referred to as "CRC"), and compares the changes and future challenges in the
two countries.

Japan's challenges identified by the CRC include the lack of adoption of a comprehensive
law for the protection of children's rights, the absence of a child rights violation response
body or committee, and the fact that the number of cases of child abuse has not decreased.

China faces many challenges, including unresolved issues of the left behind children in
rural area, infanticide, abandonment, and sex-selective abortion due to discrimination
against girls, persons with disabilities, and ethnic minorities; the lack of a law against child
violence and commercial sexual exploitation; lack of child abuse-related data; and the lack
of domestic human rights institutions.

Japan has established a system based on the Child Welfare Law since the end of World
War I, and the Child Abuse Prevention Law has been in force since 2000, so the level of
requirements for CRC is still high. On the other hand, China's child abuse legislation remains
at the provincial level, and basic legislation needs to be developed first.

Beyond the differences in the history of child abuse legislation and the size of the
territory, China and Japan need to learn from each other and build a more comprehensive

child abuse legislation.

Keyword : Concluding observations of the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child,

Legislation to Prevent Child Abuse, Japan, China, International comparative study
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