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Study of MIYAZAWA Kenji's fairy tale “YAMANASHI”

TAKAHASHI Naomi

Abstract

This story is a mental sketch depicted through the eyes of a crab that is looking up at the
surface river’s from the riverbed. The work beautifully depicts the harsh nature such as the
predation of the weak and the strong, the food chain as well as the reason of all things in the
forest, such as death, the life’s preciousness, and the families significance. It is the works of nature
like terrifying and benevolent.

The work also depicts cause and effect and the cycle of life. The kawasemi eats the fish to
prolong its own life, while the eaten fish becomes part of the kawasemi and continues to live. In
this way, the mountain pear also becomes a part of the crab and that child’s prolonging the life by
being eaten. The seeds of the wild pear may also reach the shallows somewhere and sprout there.
This cycle of life is also depicted in the work. The work also shows that life and death are all a

result of cause and effect, and that these things exist because of cause and effect.

Keywords: Yamanashi, Sawagani, natural reason, life, death, cause and effect, mental sketch
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