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A Study on the three Bodhisattvas Appearing at Kenji Miyazawa
Children’s Story “ -+ N%&”"

TAKAHASHI Naomi

Abstract

The three golden bodhisattvas in Kenji Miyazawa’s fairy tale “Twenty-six Nights” appear with
the moon on the twenty-sixth night. About these three golden bodhisattvas, an owl monk says,
“When the moon rises from the mountain, the moonlight shines beautifully, and the three
bodhisattvas, Yisho Dairiki and Nikaibaraji, appear in the eastern sky. Although there have been
many studies on the identity of these three bodhisattvas, most of them are based on the “Amida
Nyorai Raigo-zu” as their source material.

Therefore, this paper examines the names of the three bodhisattvas, ZEF K], #iM7E and JR#EH,
and their significance with reference to the teachings, Buddhist scriptures, and the Buddhist
theories of Nichiren, that Kenji believed in.

As a result, I assumed that the three Bodhisattvas in “Twenty-Six Nights” are only in the world
of owls, and that ##K7)) is Shakyamuni Buddha, #§ill#% is Nichiren, the reincarnation of F47#
B, and TEHER is ¥HfT¥0E with the virtue of purity. Kenji also believed that his intention was his
sister Toshi attained Buddhahood through [ #¥ #:5# 3£ #& |. Thereby he included annihilating the
slanderous sins and obstacles of sentient beings. In the “Iby#EIER LIk mEE L, it is taught
that “we and all sentient beings will all attain Buddhahood,” and Kenji wished to spread this merit

to all sentient beings so that they would all attain Buddhahood together.

Keywords: 1T/ %. KT, @05, P55, Nichiren, Honzon, Shakyamuni Buddha, 173,
%17 1%, Entering Nirvana, extinguishment of sins and disasters, All things become

Buddha.
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