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Basic Research on Instrumental Music Education in Early Childhood
A study of the Suzuki Method, the Music School for Children
of the Toho Gakuen School of Music, and Yamaha Music School

SUEHIRO Anri, SUZUKI Takayuki, YAMAHARA Makiko

Abstract

This study first focuses on the educational characteristics of the Suzuki Method, the Music
School for Children of the Toho Gakuen School of Music, and Yamaha Music School, which are
specialized institutions for instrumental music education, to clarify their historical background and
the philosophy behind their creation. Next, the study aims to extract educational innovations and
examines what innovations can be made to provide a natural bridge from the state of children's
enjoyment of sound to instrumental music activities, and to obtain suggestions that can be applied
in childcare settings.
All three institutions have in common that they emphasize the experience of children enjoying
music itself, rather than blindly training them to play an instrument at an early age. The simple
sound play that takes place in today's childcare settings is meaningful. If caregivers fully
understand the significance of musical experiences and view them as opportunities for solfege in
the broadest sense, and if they can give meaning to musical expression, children's musical

expression may be further developed.

Keywords : instrumental music, children's musical expression, solfege
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