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A Story Reinterpreted: The Turn of the Screw and Its Adaptations

Yusuke SASAKI

This article examines how Henry James’ The Turn of the Screw (1898) is reinterpreted and retold in
ongoing adaptations for films, TV dramas, and Benjamin Britten’s chamber opera.

Though The Turn of the Screw is primarily a ghost story, its apparitions are commonly discussed
through psychoanalytic interpretations. However, any visualisation of this ambiguous story, whether
on stage or screen, inevitably requires a clear interpretation of this point. A closer look reveals that the
novel’s mysteries are built on Victorian ascetic codes and the solitude of the heroine (governess) is
caused by mid-nineteenth century class consciousness. The staging set in the present day, or in another
country, retell the story by embedding scandalous elements in the details, referring to contemporary

social norms shared with the audience.
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