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[Abstract)

A Comparison of the Japanese Auxillary Verbs Wake Da, Hazu Da,
and Koto Ni Naru

CHEN Xiuyin*

This article considers the use of wake da, hazu da, and koto ni naru from multiple perspectives for advanced level Japanese
learners. In Japanese language education, generally these three phrases are introduced at the beginner-intermediate stage, and
subsequently they are difficult for most JSOL learners. Using the Balanced Corpus of Contemporary Written Japanese Corpus,
Nagoya University Conversation Corpus, BTSJ Natural Conversation Corpus, and ten types Japanese textbooks for JSOL
leaners, the differences between these three grammatical forms is analyzed. As a result, it is possible to logically compare
these three terms, but considering their actual usage, specifically the very low rate at which wake da is used as a paraphrase of
koto ni naru or wake da is used as a paraphrase of hazu da, it does not seem necessary to actively introduce them in JSOL
education contexts. In addition, in Japanese grammar and reference books for Japanese language teachers or advanced learn-
ers, the differences and commonalities are explained in detail, therefore the actual usage should be introduced only for those
aspiring for a C2 Japanese proficiency level or higher.

Key words : Wake da, Hazu da, Koto ni naru, JSOL education, Japanese language corpus studies
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