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The Outcome of a Supreme Court’s Decision
Regarding Liability for Damages Caused by an Adult
Incapacitated Person:

With Particular Reference to the JR Central Case

TAKE, Mizuki

Abstract:

In the Japanese Civil Code, Article 713 and 714 are designed to protect incapacitated
persons as well as secure relief for the victims. However, according to the Supreme Court’s
decision in the so-called JR Central case, the railroad company was denied its claim for
damages caused by an elderly dementia patient who died in a collision with a train.
According to this ruling, no one can be held liable for damages caused by an adult
incapacitated person, which may result in inadequate compensation to the victims.

In this paper, examining precedents and theories under Article 714, I consider the
possible solutions, within the framework of current laws, to the problem of liability for

damages caused by an adult incapacitated person.
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tort, damages, incapacitated person, a person with the legal obligation to supervise





