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Foreword

Philosophical development during the COVID-19 pandemic

Hideo KAWAMOTO
Director
International Research Center for Philosophy, Toyo University

It has already been more than two years since the start of the research project, “Toward the World Philosophy
for the 22th Century,” by the International Research Center for Philosophy. For most of that period, it was a
series of trial and error in the coexistence with COVID-19. While the identity of the virus remains unknown,
the virus has mutated many times. This created a wide spectrum of ways in which each person reacted to the
virus, ranging from acting overly protective to staying relatively optimistic. Most events were held in a hybrid
fashion using online systems.

Under any circumstances, we must produce results. From the beginning, we set a highly challenging task
by conceptualizing and formulating ideas only on an individual basis. The task was difficult to accomplish
unless multiple members exerted their conceptual skills beyond their abilities. The basic policy is to do as
much as possible.

Determining how to ensure the effective operation of the system remained a challenge even under an
environment where no definite conditions were set. There is a limit to finding and modeling past philosophies
that had been implemented under highly similar conditions. The Coexistence with the coronavirus means
getting infected with the virus successfully to build an “immune barrier” with the help of vaccines. It is also
a “social experiment” that will only occur once every 100 years.

As a general guideline, we were probably able to set “transcendental empiricism” as a type of next-
generation philosophy. Then, philosophy unearths the focus of the problem, sets multiple options, and
occupies the position of “coordinator” or “catalyst” in working on those options collaboratively. In that
process, there are also various modes of activity. However, we were still able to set the place where each

person is required to be creative.

2% This annual research report is published with the assistance from the Toyo University Top Priority
Research Program, “Toward the World Philosophy for the 22th Century.”



