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Assessing the future of the Child Development Support Center Through a Qualitative Survey

KOREEDA Kiyoji

Abstract

This study focuses on the current state of the Child Development Support Center, a core
institution for community care. It qualitatively examines the challenges and functions that it has in
common, and its future role.

I conducted an interview survey of 16 individuals who work in Child Development Support
Centers nationwide. Extracting common themes from the major narratives, I summarized the final
data in a conceptual diagram. As a result, 35 focused codes and 15 (conceptual) categories were
generated, along with 4 higher categories: (1) need for support through continuous child care; (2)
enhanced family support centered on mothers; (3) promotion of regional cooperation that helps
support children and parents; (4) the role and direction of the center required in the region.

A qualitative examination of each upper category led to the following suggestions: (1) supporters
need to help children and their families with disabilities from a social work perspective; (2) a
consultation support system must be built from an early stage for parents with diverse needs; and
(3) a network should be established among Child Development Support Centers over a wide area.
In the future, these results must be further examined and incorporated in the local organizations

in which the government is involved.

Keywords : Child Development Support Center, Infants with Disabilities, Developmental Support,
Family Support, Qualitative Survey
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