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Aspects of Music Practice in Multicultural Childcare

—Through the Analysis of Curriculum in German Preschool Education and Childcare—

YAMAHARA Makiko

Abstract

The recent increase in the foreign population and the number of children with diverse cultural
backgrounds has led to a remarkable increase in multiculturalism in childcare and education. In
this paper, I examine the ideal form of childcare that aims for multicultural conviviality from the
aspect of musical activities. In particular, I focused on Germany, one of the leading countries in
multiculturalism, and analyzed the content of activities in the music field to see how the concept of
multicultural conviviality is reflected in the curriculum of pre-school education and childcare. In
addition, through interviews with preschools where many children with different cultural
backgrounds actually attend, I clarified some aspects of the actual situation. The results pointed
out four characteristics of musical activities that promote multiculturalism : 1) promotion of
collaboration, 2) promotion of language development, 3) participation in cultural and social

practices, and 4) promotion of intercultural understandings.

Keywords : multicultural approach, Germany. pre-school education, childcare. musical activities,

curriculum
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