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A Study on the Historical Changes in the Legal System for Preventing Child Abuse in
China : Focusing on the Historical Changes in Law of the People's Republic of China on

Protection of Minors and Related Legislation

HUANG Qian, TAKEDA Rio, SUZUKI Takayuki

Abstract

This paper provides an overview of the legal system for dealing with child abuse in China based
on the literature, and discusses the changes and characteristics of child abuse response in China.
In particular, this paper focuses on the “Law of the People’s Republic of China on the Protection of
Minors” and divides it into four periods : the period before the law was enacted (1950-1991), the
period after the law was enacted (Period I : 1992-2006), the period after the law was enacted
(Period 1II : 2007-2012) , the period after the law was enacted (Period III : 2013-2020), and the
period after the law was enacted (Period IV : 2021-present). Based on the timing of the
amendment, the post-implementation period was divided into four periods, and an overview of the
response to child abuse in each period was organized. From this division, it can be seen that the
pre-enactment period was the time when various laws began to include child protection measures,
Period I was the time when the laws including child abuse-related contents were developed, Period
IT was the time when the laws enacted in Period I were revised, and Period III was the time when
specific measures against domestic violence and the development of a system for the protection of
minors were observed. Period III was a period when concrete measures against domestic violence
and the development of a system for the protection of minors were taken, and Period IV was a
period when the Law for the Protection of Minors and the Law for the Prevention of Crimes
against Minors were substantially revised to protect the rights of minors.

In addition, two features were revealed. First, a characteristic of China’s child protection legislation
is that child abuse-related laws are scattered among multiple laws. This was a major difference from
other countries such as Japan, where the applicable legislation is simple due to the Child Welfare
Law and the Child Abuse Prevention Law. Another characteristic that was analyzed was the lack of
a clear definition of specific responses and response organizations when child abuse occurs.

With the revision of the Civil Code of the People's Republic of China in 2021, many of the
scattered laws were consolidated. In the same year, the Law on the Protection of Minors was also
amended, but the development of the system for the protection of minors at the subordinate local
government level remains unclear.

Based on the above results, it is considered necessary for China to further consolidate laws
related to child abuse in the future, and to establish regulations at the national level on specific
implementation systems related to the prevention of child abuse and response to the occurrence of
child abuse.

Keywords : China’s Law for the Protection of Minors, Child abuse prevention, Child protection,
Legal history
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