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A Study on the Historical Transition of Father’s Child-rearing in Japan

—PFocusing on the Meiji and Taisho eras—

OKAMURA Yasuhiro, MINAMINO Natsuko

Abstract

Although father’s child-rearing has been promoted and studied, most of them have focused only
on women and mothers as caregivers. In this study, the historical transition of father’s child-
rearing in Japan is considered through reviewing literature in Meiji and Taisho eras.

Since the Meiji era, child-rearing has transitioned to women’s role, and fathers have been
excluded from them. Since 1912, magazines have shown that articles on fathers'child-rearing have
disappeared. On the other hand, socially prominent people addressed the necessity of the father’s
child-rearing roles, and fathers also cooperated in child-rearing in the Taisho era. Socially
prominent people’s raising voices on the necessity of the fathers taking roles in child-rearing
contributed to the fathers getting involved with child-rearing. Even if the voices are small, the idea
of “the significance of raising children in cooperation with men and women” is transmitted to

society.
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