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Abstract

About Phenological Observation in Korea

KOZAWA Yasunori

Phenological observation is one of the several tasks National Meteorological Agency conducts. It
consists of two kinds of observations: plant and animal. Plant observation is observing germination,
blooming, fall foliage, etc., and animal observation means observing birds’ migration, appearance time after
hibernation, and the beginning time of the insects and birds’ sing.

In 2020, Japan Meteorological Agency (JMA) announced the new plan of phenological observation as a
result of review of its activity so far. According to the announcement, animal observation will be abolished,
and plant observation will be cut sharply. To conclude, current condition will be maintained, but the shift is
inevitable because of few reasons. First, observation costs labor since it is done by humans’ naked eyes. Also,
other general organizations are able to conduct an observation too, so it can be easily replaced. Moreover, due
to the climate change, it is difficult to keep the sample or even find it. Same situation is happening in Korea,
so Korea would also face a huge shift from now on. So, we conducted an investigation on phenological
observation of Korea Meteorological Administration (KMA), based on Korea Weather Act, weather service
regulation of administrative regulations, and season observation guideline.

In December 2020, Korea National Arboretum published“Climate change indicator -Plant observation

monitoring manual”. By this manual, it is able to see the future of Phenological observation in Korea.
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