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Martial arts training for samurai in Edo as the end of the shogunate as observed by

Aimé Humbert-Droz

TANIGAMA Hironori

Summary

Aimé Humbert-Droz visited Japan at the end of the shogunate as leader of a Swiss diplomatic mission.
Drawing on his personal accounts, the current work discusses martial arts training for samurai in Edo from
1863-1864.

An overview of this work is as follows.

—_

. In his personal accounts, Humbert-Droz described many of his impressions of swordsmanship training for
samurai. The conduct of swordsmanship training in the late modern period, when armor was developed,
can be gleaned from Humbert-Droz’s descriptions. The records of swordsmanship matches among samu-
rai that he observed are a valuable account from the objective perspective of a foreigner. Moreover, an
illustration featured in his book depicts a samurai training, using the confines of a shrine as a dojo.

2. Humbert-Droz observed horsemanship training by samurai, and he recorded details down to the samurai’s
posture on horseback. Adeptly perceiving trends in the city of Edo, he recounted the spectacle of feats of
horsemanship (akin to a Western circus) being performed in the city of Edo. He even described a horse-
manship training facility for the samurai caste. He seemed particularly surprised that horsemanship train-
ing by samurai was being conducted in a place where commoners were present.

3. Humbert-Droz observed a woman training with a naginata (a bladed pole). That training was conducted in
private, so Humbert-Droz was unable to observe the woman’s actions in detail, but his personal accounts
are a valuable attestation depicting some of the unknown sports for women in Edo.

4. Humbert-Droz’s personal accounts should be viewed as an indication of actual circumstances compared

to Japanese historical materials. Moreover, Humbert-Droz’s observations extended to use of weaponry

and customs unique to samurai; he objectively captured events that were unrecorded by Japanese since
they were considered commonplace. Humbert-Droz’s thirst for knowledge is noteworthy; he observed

martial arts training for samurai firsthand, and he accurately described a foreign culture.
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